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Week: November 17-21  
 

1. The template includes the university outcome 2015-2018. Lots of good things happened 
during 2019. Should we shift to 2016-2019 instead? 
No. The information universities should provide in the template should only include up to the 
year 2018. It is important for universities to comply with this, so the international expert Review 
Committee assess the same years for all universities.  
 
After the Strategy submission and evaluation process, universities will have the opportunity to 
share their 2019 activities, but this will happen next year during 2020. 

 

2. Some universities (especially the recently started), require a little more time to 
communicate and develop a working model and scope. Is the 14th Dec. 2019 a fixed date 
or they have a little tolerance to submit after without affecting their total score? 
The Deputyship for Research & Innovation (DRI) understands the large quantity of time and 
effort required to complete the Strategy Template in this short time period. DRI still expects 
universities to complete the Strategy to the best of their ability. 
 
There is no room to submit Strategies late due to the strict timelines of the international expert 
Review Committee. 

 

3. Can we add supporting material and supplements to the various sections to support our 
claims? 
Supporting material and supplements are not allowed.  
 
After each section of the Strategy, there is an opportunity to give more detail. Any additional 
information should go there. For example, in 3.2 'Other Research Impact', 4.2 'Other 
Considerations', 4.3 'Other Research Targets'. 
 

4. What language should the strategy be submitted in? 
The language of the Strategy should be English.  
 
The international expert Review Committee consists of a group of experts across multiple 
countries- and thus, English is the common language. 

 
5. How do I submit the strategy? 

The Strategy must be submitted online on the Deputyship of Research & Innovation's website, 
located on the Ministry of Education's website. 
 
Universities should not submit the strategy in any form such as PowerPoint or Microsoft Word. 
Instead, universities will be expected to only copy and paste their responses for each Strategy 
into open textboxes through an online form. 

 
6. How do I get the data to fill in my strategy? 

Please refer to the 'Strategy Instructions' PDF document located here for detailed instructions: 
https://departments.moe.gov.sa/DRI/Pages/University-RD-strategy.aspx 

 

https://departments.moe.gov.sa/DRI/Pages/University-RD-strategy.aspx
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7. For Section 1.2: Disciplinary Strengths - How do I select my disciplinary strengths? Are they 
the high-level categories of the Frascati Manual, or the more detailed categories? 
Disciplinary Strengths are the second-level classification of the Fracati Manual.  

 Thus, disciplinary strengths cannot be the high-level disciplines such as 'Natural Sciences', 
'Engineering and technology', or 'Social Sciences' 

 Disciplinary Strengths should be the lower-level disciplines such as 'Mathematics', 'Civil 
Engineering', 'History and archaeology', or 'Media and communications' 

 

8. For Section 4.2: Research Priorities - Can you explain more about what a Research Priority 
can and cannot be? 
A Research Priority should be aligned to your university's Disciplinary Strengths, but it does not 
have to be a Disciplinary Strength itself. 
 
For example, a Research Priority can (a) encompass a range of disciplines- such as the Internet of 
Things, Water Desalination, or the Sustainability of XYZ. A Research Priority can be an (b) 
economic or societal contribution- such as contributing to specific regional priorities, or 
supporting research to increase knowledge in societal issues. A Research Priority can also simply 
be (c) an internal university objective to increase R&D in a certain area, or increase the type of 
R&D or innovation output, or even increase the internal capabilities of researchers and research 
staff to perform excellent research. 
 
Universities are best fit to determine what to prioritize. The Review Committee will review each 
Priority based on vitality and sustainability. Please refer to the Evaluation document provided 
during the Workshop for more information on this. 

 
9. For Section 2.3.1: External Funding - Can I report funding from the RDO/DRI? 

Yes, RDO and DRI funding can be added to 'External Funding'. Please note that only funding 
provided up to the year 2018 (i.e., up to December 2018) is acceptable. 2019 data should not be 
provided. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inquiries: RDStrategy@moe.gov.sa  
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